


























46 Crown Dependencies

11.

within the UK Government in general and the Ministry of Justice in particular.
(Paragraph 67)

We recommend that the protocols currently being developed by the Ministry of
Justice set out clear guidelines for consultation with the Crown Dependencies on UK
legislation, EU measures and international treaties affecting them. Reasonable time
limits should be built into the system so that the Island governments do not find
themselves rushed into important decisions without an appropriate amount of time
for reflection, discussion and negotiation. It may be helpful to include the category of
Crown Dependencies more prominently on the legislative checklists consulted by
UK Government departments when drawing up proposals for new legislation.
(Paragraph 73)

International relations

12.

13.

14.

15.

We support the desire of the Island governments to set up representative offices in
Brussels. We consider that such a step would be valuable, both in terms of acquiring
better access to information about EU measures which might affect them and in
terms of raising their own international profiles. (Paragraph 78)

The representation of the interests of the Crown Dependencies on the international
stage by the UK Government is not optional, according to whether or not the
interests of the Islands are congruent with those of the UK: it is the UK
Government’s duty. In cases of conflict, the Ministry of Justice must endeavour to
find a mechanism for representation which will faithfully present and serve the
interests of both parties. (Paragraph 89)

We recommend that the Ministry of Justice considers alternative models for the
representation of the interests of the Crown Dependencies internationally. It is
imperative that a means is found by which the Islands are represented effectively and
we strongly recommend that certain officials, either from the UK or from the Islands,
be specifically designated as representing the Islands in international negotiations.
Clear and unambiguous representation of the Crown Dependencies’ interests on the
international stage will assist them in building their relationships with third
countries and international organisations and, consequently, help them to develop
their international identities, as envisaged in the Framework document agreed with
the UK (Paragraph 92)

For the same reasons, in cases where international activity leads to the creation of
legal relations, we strongly support the increased use of Letters of Entrustment in
appropriate circumstances, allowing the Crown Dependencies to enter into binding
agreements themselves without the need for direct ratification from the UK.
(Paragraph 93)
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Formal Minutes

Tuesday 23 March 2010

Members present:
Sir Alan Beith, in the Chair

Mr David Heath Mr Andrew Turner

Rt Hon Alun Michael Dr Alan Whitehead

Jessica Morden
Draft Report Crown Dependencies, proposed by the Chair, brought up and read.
Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph.
Paragraphs 1 to 93 read and agreed to.
Summary agreed to.
Papers were appended to the Report as Appendices 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Resolved, That the Report be the Eighth Report of the Committee to the House.

Ordered, That the Chair make the Report to the House.

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the
provisions of Standing Order No. 134.

Written evidence was ordered to be reported to the House for printing with the Report
together with written evidence reported and ordered to be published on 2 February and 2
March 2010.

[The Committee adjourned
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Withesses

Tuesday 15 December 2009 Page

Professor Alistair Sutton, White & Case Ev 1

Tuesday 2 February 2010

Mr Patrick Bourke, Deputy Director, International Division and Mr Karl
Banister, Assistant Director, Constitutional Law, Ministry of Justice and
Mr Steven Effingham, Leader of the International Tax Team, HM Treasury Ev 11

Tuesday 2 March 2010

Lord Bach, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Mr Patrick Bourke,
Deputy Director, International Division, and Ms Farida Eden, Constitutional Ev 19
Law Specialist, Ministry of Justice
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List of written evidence
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Joseph and Micheline Angela

ATTAC France and ATTAC Saint-Malo Committee
ATTAC Jersey and the Tax Justice Network

Sir David and Sir Frederick Barclay

Paul Carney

Chief Minister, States of Jersey

Combined Isle of Man Ex-Service Associations
Crown Appointments in the Bailiwick of Guernsey
Deputy St Martin, States of Jersey, States Assembly
Michael Dun, Jersey

Health Food Manufacturers’ Association

Isle of Man Government

Isle of Man Pensioners Association

Kaupthing Singer & Friedlander Isle of Man Depositors Action Group
Landsbanki Guernsey Depositors Action Group (The Association)
Ministry of Justice

National Association of Health Stores

Policy Council of the States of Guernsey

Policy and Finance Committee, States of Alderney
Positive Action Group, Isle of Man

Edward John Power

Seneschal of Sark

Sark General Purposes and Advisory Committee
Tomaz Slivnik

Tax Justice Network

Lord Wallace of Saltaire

Ev 28
Ev 29
Ev 34
Ev 37
Ev 42
Ev 44
Ev 48
Ev 49
Ev 50
Ev 56
Ev 61
Ev 68
Ev 72
Ev 73
Ev 81
Ev 82, 83, 86
Ev 90
Ev 92
Ev 96
Ev 97
Ev 101
Ev 102
Ev 103
Ev 104
Ev 107
Ev 125
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Reports from the Justice Committee since
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