
ITEM 11  
  

THE DOUZAINE  
Report with proposition to Midsummer Chief Pleas , 8th July 2009  

 
 

CONSTABLES’ INDEMNITY  
 
The Island’s insurance policy covers the Constables for any loss or injury they may sustain in 
carrying out their duties but it does not cover them for any personal liabilities they may incur as 
a result of their actions whilst carrying out their duties. 
 
As the Constables are working on behalf of the Island the Douzaine recommends to the House 
the proposition below. 
 
Proposition  - 
 
That Chief Ple as resolve that the Constables for the time being shall be fully indemnified 
by the Chief Pleas in respect of any personal liabilities they may incur during the course 
of their duties as Constables.  
 
No indemnity shall cover the Constables in the event of actual fraud or recklessness.  
 
 
Conseiller Edric Baker  
Chairman, The Douzaine  
 



ITEM 12 
 

HARBOURS AND PILOTAGE COMMITTEE 
Report to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
COMMITTEE MANDATE 

 
 
As requested at the Easter Meeting of Chief Pleas, the Committee has examined the mandate 
checked by Committee Secretary on 21st May 2009 and would wish to update it to include the 
following updates, shown in red -  
 
CONSTITUTION 
 
Bullet point four: Harbourmasters who shall be ex officio members without voting rights. 
 
(This then matches the current members list at the bottom which lists Harbourmasters                          
in the plural) 
 
MANDATE 
 

(a) To oversee all aspects of the Harbours (Sark) Ordinance, 1987, The Harbours (Sark) 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2007, and The Safety in Sark Waters Ordinance 2008. 

(d)  To oversee the enactment of The Pilotage (Sark) Law 1991 and The Sark Pilotage    
      (Amendment) Ordinance 2001 and to bring to the attention of Chief Pleas any matters  
       concerning pilotage of vessels in Sark waters. 
(g)  To appoint the Crane Operator(s) 
 

 
 
Conseiller Janet Guy 
Chairman, Harbours & Pilotage Committee 
 
 
 

The existing mandate is shown in full on the reverse of this page. 



HARBOURS & PILOTAGE COMMITTEE 
 

CONSTITUTION: 
 

o A Chairman who shall be a sitting members of Chief Pleas. 
o Four members who shall be sitting members of Chief Pleas. 
o The Constables who shall be ex officio members without voting rights. 
o Harbourmaster who shall be an ex officio member without voting rights. 
o Up to 2 non-voting members who shall not be sitting members of Chief Pleas but 

who shall be elected by Chief Pleas. 
o A quorum shall consist of three voting members. 

 
MANDATE: 
(a) To oversee all aspects of the Harbours (Sark) Ordinance, 1987. 
(b) The administration and maintenance of Creux and Maseline Harbours, Greve de la 

Ville and Havre Gosselin and to administer all moorings within Sark waters. 
(c) To appoint the Harbourmaster(s) (whose duties include the control of vehicle 

movements on the Harbours and the area between the Harbours and up to the 
Quarry gates). 

(d) To oversee the enactment of The Pilotage (Sark) Law, 1991 and to bring to the 
attention of Chief Pleas any matters concerning pilotage of vessels in Sark waters. 

(e) To appoint an Examination Committee when necessary and to maintain and 
update the pilot age syllabus. 

(f) To keep a register of Sark Pilots and to issue and renew annually Sark Pilotage 
certificates. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
CURRENT MEMBERS: 
 
Conseiller Jan Guy (Chairman) 
Conseiller Andrew Cook (Deputy Chairman) 
Conseiller David Cocksedge 
Conseiller Rossford de Carteret 
Conseiller Andrew Prevel 
The Constables (ex-officio) 
Harbourmasters (ex officio) 
 
Mr. R. Adams (non-Chief Pleas Member) 

 
 
 

Checked by CommSec – 21st May 2009 

 



ITEM 13 
  

THE DOUZAINE 
Report with proposition to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
REVISED MANDATE 

 
The Douzaine Mandate was last updated in December 2005 and changes are now required as a 
result of The Reform (Sark) Law, 2008. 
 
A proposed revised mandate is attached. 
 
Proposition - 
 
That Chief Pleas approves the Douzaine Mandate as revised in July 2009. 
 
 
Conseiller Edric Baker 
Chairman, The Douzaine 

 
 

DOUZAINE MANDATE 
 

The Douzaine was constituted by Resolution of Chief Pleas in October 1770 
 
Constitution 
 
Membership of twelve Conseillers in accordance with Section 43 of The Reform (Sark) Law, 2008.  
Quorum of no less than 5 members. 
 
Laws in operation 
 

1. The Reform (Sark) Law, 2008 
2. The Direct Taxes Law, 2002 
3. The Direct Taxes (General Provisions) (Sark) Ordinance 2003 
4. Order in Council Alienation de terres dans l’Ile de Serk 1927 

 
Mandate 
 

1. To nominate and propose to Chief Pleas the appointment of the Constable and Vingtenier 
after discussions with the then holders of those offices. 

 
2. To nominate and propose to Chief Pleas the appointment of the Procureur and Deputy 

Procureur after discussions with the then holders of those offices. 
 

3. To review the need and financial status of persons applying for financial assistance or 
residential care brought to the attention of the Douzaine by the Procureur des Pauvres.  To 
allocate assistance as and when required from funds provided to the Procureur des Pauvres 
by the Island Treasurer.  The Douzaine reserves the right to recover assistance given from 
the estate of any person receiving assistance. 

 



4. To cause accurate accounts to be kept by the Procureur des Pauvres of all monies received 
and all expenditure incurred.  The Douzaine shall scrutinise the accounts before they are 
submitted to the Treasurer for inclusion in the Financial Statements of the Island. 

 
5.  To maintain a register (the Cadastre) of property ownership and possession for the purpose 

of supplying the Island Tax Assessor with accurate records in accordance with the 
requirements of The Direct Taxes Law, 2002 and The Direct Taxes (General Provisions) 
(Sark) Ordinance 2003. 

 
6. To appoint, manage and generally oversee the responsibilities of the Sark Old Island Hall 

Sub-Committee of the Douzaine. 
 

7. To appoint, manage and generally oversee the responsibilities of the Sark Public Works 
Sub-Committee of the Douzaine (“Public Works”). 

 
8. To be responsible, via Public Works, for the maintenance and cleaning of public roads, 

gutters, water-courses, paths, public toilets, public seats, and steps leading to the  Island’s 
bays and landing places, and to request funds from the Island Treasurer for those purposes. 

 
9. To ensure that Public Works correctly appoints, supervises and manages the Island’s 

manual work force and to request funds from the Island Treasurer for their payment. 
 

10. To ensure that Public Works correctly collects, manages and disposes of the Island’s waste 
material and sewage and to request funds from the Island Treasurer for those purposes net 
of monies collected in respect of those services. 

 
11. To be responsible, via Public Works, for the maintenance and repair of all Island machinery 

and equipment used for Public Works and Douzaine purposes. 
 

12. To be responsible, via Public Works, for the erection and maintenance of warning signs, 
direction signs and signposts, and to request funds from the Island Treasurer for those 
purposes. 

 
13. To be responsible for ensuring that landowners correctly cut and maintain all hedgerows 

and banks bordering all Island roads. 
 

14. To be responsible for advertising for tenders and placing contracts for the maintenance of 
Island property other than that under the control of the Island Trustees. 

 
15. To be responsible for letting, appointing tenants, fixing rents and terms on property surplus 

to the requirements of the Douzaine.  Income arising from and expenditure on Island 
Property to be recorded in the Island’s Financial Statements. 

 
16. To be responsible for the purchase and maintenance of Island trees, and to request funds 

from the Island Treasurer for those purposes. 
 

17. To be responsible for everything concerning the Island cemeteries and adjacent land and to 
prepare for the future need for burial sites. 

 
18. To be responsible for all aspects of the Island insurance. 

 
19. Together with the Seigneur to propose or approve all alienation of land for the benefit of the 

community. 
 
  

Revised July 2009 
 



 

 

ITEM 16 
  
 

GENERAL PURPOSES & ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Report with proposition to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
THE HATHAWAY SETTLEMENT 

 
 
Dame Sibyl Hathaway created a Settlement whereby certain items in the Seigneurie were 
vested in Chief Pleas through Trustees (now The Greffier and Treasurer) so that in the event of 
the Seigneur selling (in this case leasing) the Seigneurie or no longer being able to house the 
items, they be saved for Sark by Chief Pleas. The relevant paragraph reads –  
 
“The Settlor verily believes that such furniture, paintings, pictures, books, documents, charts, 
deeds and other objects and articles are irreplaceable and are of historic significance and 
interest to the Island of Sark and should be preserved for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
said Island of Sark”. 
 
The Trustees with the assistance of Dr. Richard Axton (as Hon. Director of the Societé 
Sercquaise museum) are ensuring all items with relevance to Sark are protected and held in 
Sark for the benefit of the inhabitants and items such as the Seigneurie archive have already 
been moved to the Societé Sercquaise room. 
 
However, some items within the settlement have no historic interest to Sark whatsoever, being 
items of furniture, china and bric-a-brac. The Trustees ask that, with the assistance in this 
matter by Dr. Axton and others, they be given authority to act at their discretion and to sell by 
auction all the items that have no Sark connection, with the proceeds going to Chief Pleas. 
 
Proposition -  
 
That the Trustees of the Dame Sibyl Hathaway Settlement have absolute discretion to sell 
by auction on behalf of Chief Pleas those items within the Settlement that they consider 
have no relevance to Sark. 
 
 
 
Conseiller Charles Maitland 
Chairman, General Purposes & Advisory Committee 
 



 

 

ITEM 17 
 
 

GENERAL PURPOSES & ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Report with proposition to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
 

WIRE TRANSFERS MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING 

 
 
The purpose of this MOU is to enable transfers from Banks in the Bailiwick to the UK to be 
treated as if the transfer were entirely within the UK. 
 
Chief Pleas has already enacted the Transfer of Funds (Sark) Ordinance, 2007 and this MOU 
concludes the process. 
 
Although this agreement would have no immediate effect because Sark has no Banks within its 
jurisdiction, other than Guernsey sub-branches, this Agreement covers Sark for any future 
developments in this field and helps prepare Sark for any future IMF Assessment. 
 
 
Proposition –  
 
To authorise the Chairman of the GP&A Committee or his Deputy to sign, on behalf of 
Chief Pleas, a Memorandum of Understanding with the Government of the United 
Kingdom, relating to Wire Transfers.    
 
 
 
Conseiller Charles Maitland 
Chairman, General Purposes & Advisory Committee 
 



 

 

ITEM 18 
  
 

GENERAL PURPOSES & ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Report with proposition to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
 

INVESTMENT PROMOTION AND PROTECTION 
AGREEMENTS 

 
 
Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs) are international bilateral 
agreements between governments which can encourage and protect  investment overseas. 
They are designed to encourage investor confidence by setting high standards of investor 
protection applicable in International law.  Key elements include provisions for equal and non-
discriminatory treatment of investors and their investments, compensation for expropriation, 
transfer of capital and return and access to independent settlement of disputes. 
 
By a letter dated 29th January 2000, Chief Pleas (through the then Seneschal) indicated that 
they wished all the existing UK IPPAs to be extended to include Sark. 
 
The States listed include: Nicaragua, Croatia, Tonga, Uganda, Hong Kong, Azerbaijan, 
Bulgaria, Chile, China, Cote d’Ivoire, Moldova, South Africa, Uruguay, Armenia, Laos, and 
Venezuela. The IPPA with Bahrain had not been concluded when a moratorium was placed on 
the process by the UK in 2000. 
 
This moratorium has now been lifted and Chief Pleas is being asked whether it wishes to 
pursue the extension of these 18 existing IPPAs to include Sark.  A formal request will then be 
made by the authorities in Guernsey on behalf of the Bailiwick. With Chief Pleas’ agreement an 
identical MOU would then be used for each extension following the wording of the enclosed 
draft. 
 
 
Proposition -  
 
That Chief Pleas request that Sark be included in the extension of existing IPPAS and 
that the GP&A Committee should be authorised, on behalf of Chief Pleas, to sign 
Memoranda of Understanding following the wording of the attached draft. 
 
 
 
Conseiller Charles Maitland 
Chairman, General Purposes & Advisory Committee 
 



ITEM 20 

CONSEILLERS J. GUY and D. MELLING 
Report with proposition to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
DRESS CODE FOR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS OF CHIEF PLEAS 

 

In the 21st century it seems a little unnecessary to require females to wear hats for an indoor 
function.  Hats and gloves are no longer part of formal dress for indoor functions in any but the 
most elevated circles. 
 
It is certainly not appropriate to require women to wear hats when the same requirement is not 
made of men. 
 
We  believe that now, in the early days of our new democracy, is a good time to remove the 
customary requirement that female conseillers should wear hats for meetings of Chief Pleas. 
We would, however, wish to retain the tradition that all members wear formal clothes that show 
appropriate respect for The Court of Chief Pleas and this would include the wearing of hats for 
any member who wishes to be so clad. 
 
Proposition 1 - 
 

That Chief Pleas agree that the wearing of hats or other headwear is no longer a 
requirement for any Conseillers or officials attending Chief Pleas meeting. 
 
Propostion 2 –  
 

That this should come in to effect from the Michaelmas meeting 2009. 
 
 

Proposer                                                                 Seconder 
Conseiller  Janet Guy                                          Conseiller David Melling 

 

 

 

 

 



ITEM 21 
 

TOURISM COMMITTEE 
Information Report to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
 

VISITOR NUMBERS 
 

• Though it is early days, visitor numbers in April were slightly more than last year and a small but 
significant number of visitors enjoyed the lovely weather in late March before the summer 
schedule began. 

• Brochure requests through the first four months are about the same in overall number as last 
year but there is more interest from Guernsey, Jersey and France. 

• In the current financial climate Sark may benefit somewhat from being in the sterling zone but 
near the euro zone, perhaps the best of both worlds. 

 
ADVERTISING 

 
• The Sark website has been updated to include an interactive map and a 25 minute film, Wild 

Sark, by Ms. Sue Daly. Further updating of information about businesses other than 
accommodation providers is taking place. 

• It is possible that Miss Jennifer Cochrane may move away from the island and would, in that 
case, cease writing the website news at the end of June. Miss Cochrane has worked tirelessly 
on this for five years and the news is the weekly delight of many of our regular visitors who love 
to keep up to date with matters Sark. We hope that she may be able to stay in Sark but should 
she not, the Committee would like to place on record its thanks for her very important input to 
our site. A plan is in place to advertise the position within the island. 

• The Sark Tourism Map 2009 was available from April 4th and is now given out to passengers by 
both ferry companies. It is distributed in all hotels and most tourism outlets in Guernsey by BPS 
and Manche îles distribute it to various outlets in Jersey. 

• Manche îles is currently doing a CTV advertising campaign promoting its day excursions to 
Sark. The Committee’s input was to provide film shot in Sark during this April to allow good 
quality and up to date images to be utilised. 

• Although the CTV advert is only 20 seconds long, the film clips, made by Ms. Daly, amount to 
forty minutes and the material belongs to Sark Tourism so can be used for other projects. 

• Sark Tourism has also joined Manche îles, as have Guernsey and Alderney, in a poster and 
radio advertising campaign that will take place during June in Normandy and Calvados. 

• Through Welcome to Sark, Sark Tourism was involved in a broadcast of The Afternoon Show 
on Island FM. This was transmitted from outside the Sark Visitors’ Centre with various people 
involved in tourism being interviewed. It put over a very positive image of Sark. 

• Sark Tourism has put inserts in three magazines this year, Coast, Practical Boat Owner and 
Yachting Monthly. The decision was made to do this rather later than usual as it was felt the 
current financial situation might be dictating that people would book holidays a little later than 
usual. Brochure requests as a result of this initiative are coming in steadily but not in as large 
numbers as last year. A very attractive advertisement has also been placed in Attain Magazine, 
which is given free to all parents of independent prep school pupils in the UK. 

• Sark, particularly the wildflowers, was promoted well in The Guernsey Press Shop window by 
Gateway Publishing, now owned by Mr. Chris Andrews, with assistance from Sark Tourism. 

• The Committee requested Visitors’ Officer, Mrs. Penny Prevel, to design a number of posters 
for distribution at key sites in Guernsey. These were done in-house at minimal cost and will be 
distributed by the Committee Chairman. 



• We continue to get a great deal of positive publicity through newspaper and television 
coverage. The Radio Times coverage of the television programme Islands of Britain favoured 
Sark and, knowing that Mr. Martin Clunes liked Sark the best of all the islands he visited, was 
very good news. The programme produced an unprecedented number of brochure requests. 
Good publicity like this is very valuable indeed and Sark Tourism would like to thank Conseiller 
Rossford de Carteret and Constable Alan Blythe particularly for the amount of time they put in 
to make this programme a success. 

 
SAFETY 

 
Carbon Monoxide detectors are now fitted in just about all tourism accommodation. This was 
achieved without the necessity of any new legislation, simply common sense and co operation. 
Sark Tourism is able to purchase detectors at cost price and pass on the saving. The Committee is 
very grateful to Mr Kevin Adams (Sark Fire Service) for advising on siting the devices, inspecting 
and giving general fire safety advice. 
 

ACCOMMODATION CRITERIA 
 

The Committee is looking at standardising criteria for permit inspections in the various 
accommodation categories. There will be consultation on this with the accommodation providers 
and further details will be available at the tourism forum at the end of the season. 
 

THE VISITORS’ CENTRE 
 

• Six exhibitions will be staged this year, two of them new. The Visitors’ Officers are continuing to 
increase their programmes of walks and tours which are advertised in the Guernsey Information 
Centre and with Isle of Sark Shipping Company in Guernsey as well as locally. 

• We would like to thank the many residents who act as ‘seconds’ on our walks enabling a safe 
as well as an enjoyable and informative tour. 

• We would also like to thank Mr. Trevor Kendall who is once again doing the ever popular 
lighthouse tours while our Channel Islands lighthouse exhibition is on. 

• The Centre also acts as a central point for meeting, starting garden walks, selling tickets for 
Music Society and other local groups. 

• The Visitors’ Officers continue to deal with all enquiries and do their best to make visitors stay in 
Sark as interesting and as pleasant as possible. 

• They also deal with the considerable number of journalists who visit the island each year and 
the clerical and administrative work of tourism. 

• The Visitors’ Centre has received two gifts, a television and a DVD player so we are now able 
to enhance static exhibitions with a range of photographic images and films. 

 
 
Conseiller Sandra Williams 
Chairman, Tourism Committee 
 



ITEM 22 
 

CONSEILLERS J. HUNT and H. PLUMMER 
Report with propositions to Midsummer Chief Pleas, 8th July 2009 

 
 

2010 LIBERATION DAY 65th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 
The Committee of the Sark Branch of the Royal British Legion would like to bring to Chief Pleas’ 
attention that Monday 10th May 2010 will be the 65th Anniversary of the liberation of Sark from the 
German Occupation of World War II. 
 
To mark this occasion the Committee asks Chief Pleas if they would: 
 

1. Declare Monday 10th May 2010 a public holiday. 
 

2. Instruct the Constable to form a Committee to organise such events that would help the 
Island of Sark celebrate this occasion. 
 

Following his unfortunate inability to attend this year’s liberation, it is the intention of the General 
the Lord Walker, the Governor of the Royal Hospital and Lady Walker, to attend the 2010 visit by 
the Chelsea Pensioners. They will be accompanied by the Lieutenant Governor and Lady Malbon 
along with the Lieutenant Governor’s ADC. 
 
There is also the possibility that the Royal Navy will be in attendance as the newly affiliated Type 
45 Destroyer, HMS Daring, is planning to be anchored off Guernsey for its Liberation events. 
 
The cost of the 60th Anniversary commemoration in 2005 came to £4,855.00. 
 
Proposition 1 -  
 
That Chief Pleas declares Monday the 10th May 2010 to be a Public Holiday. 
 
Proposition 2 -  
 
That Chief Pleas instructs the Constable to form a Liberation Day Events Committee. 
 
Proposition 3 -  
 
That the Finance & Commerce Committee budgets approximately £5,000 to cover the cost 
of the celebration. 
 
 
 
 

Conseiller John Hunt    Conseiller Helen Plummer 




